
T he 2023 Mountain Parks Electric Annual Meeting is just around the corner, Saturday, 
May 13 at Middle Park High School in Granby. The mathematicians among us might 
characterize this gathering as 1/3 all-you-can-eat buffet-style breakfast, 1/3 much-

better-than-lottery odds of winning epic drawing prizes, and 1/3 unexpectedly compelling 
community and energy updates. Many who join us for the first time pencil us in on their 
calendars the next year and the next. Here are the top five reasons why:
1.  FREE HOT BREAKFAST ON US (AND OUR VENDORS)
Cinnamon rolls, fresh fruit and cheese, breakfast burritos, egg bakes, sausage links and 
bacon, coffee, juice and more! Check out the full menu to the right. We serve breakfast to 
everyone who attends: you, your friends, your neighbors and your family.
2.  PRIZES THAT WOW AND EPIC GOODY BAGS
Quarters of beef, electric mowers, power washers, leaf blowers, cash prizes, VISA and 
grocery store gift cards and more! Even if you don’t win a drawing prize, the first 300 
registered attendees receive a gift bag full of goodies from local businesses throughout our 
service area: gourmet cookies, locally made fudge, fresh-roasted coffee and more.
3.  TEST DRIVE AN EV
EVs may not be for everyone, but boy, are they fun. We will have a Tesla Model 3 and a 
Ford Lightning on site and available for test drives after the meeting. You can also ride in 
West Grand School District’s electric school bus. Whether you are an EV enthusiast, just 
EV curious or haven’t even considered an EV, this is a great opportunity to see what all the 
hype is about. I promise it will be fun. Edward Pino, ACCT 1009649 

4.  MEET US, WE’RE FABULOUS
I’m new here, but one thing I discovered quickly: We have a lot of great employees and 
board members at MPE. Some are the familiar faces of your neighbors and friends who 
have served our members for decades. Others of us are brand new to the co-op and to the 
town. The annual meeting is the perfect opportunity to learn about the people behind your 
power. I personally would love the chance to meet you face-to-face and get to know more 
about the ways you want our team to serve you. 
5.  BE IN THE KNOW…COMMUNITY AND INDUSTRY UPDATES
This might not sound as exciting as the other four reasons, but it is very important. As 
you probably know, the electric industry is changing. MPE is looking for a new power 
supplier, a change that could significantly impact your cooperative many years into the 
future. Our industry faces new challenges and opportunities every day. At our annual 
meeting, panelists will discuss the future of our industry, what those changes mean, and 
how MPE will position itself to be successful through these transitional times. Panelists 
from our community will also discuss issues that are closer to home and impacting our 
daily lives. Ellen French, ACCT 1024728

On a more personal note, I hope you will remember that MPE is YOUR cooperative. 
Attending the annual meeting and voting in the director elections are two of the best ways 
you can participate in the business you own. It is an honor to lead this organization, but I 
don’t want to do so in a vacuum. I plan to keep you at the heart of the decisions we make 
and the paths we follow. That starts with meeting you and listening to your perspective.  
SO WHAT DO YOU SAY? SEE YOU SATURDAY, MAY 13?

TOP 5 REASONS TO COME TO 
YOUR ANNUAL MEETING
BY VIRGINIA HARMAN GENERAL MANAGER 

VIRGINIA HARMAN

MPE ANNUAL MEETING 

MAY 13, 2023
Middle Park High School

795 N. 2nd Street, Granby, CO 80446
Breakfast 8 a.m.  |  Meeting 9:15 a.m.

Sweet Treats
• Cinnamon rolls
• Lemon blueberry bread
• Chocolate chip pumpkin muffins
• Morning glory muffins with cream 

cheese drizzle

Fresh Fruit  
& Cheese Platter

• Assorted berries, pineapple, melon
• Mini croissants with butter & jam
• Yogurt & granola

Southwest  
Breakfast Burrito

• Eggs, sausage, hash browns, 
cheddar cheese, sautéed onions & 
peppers with mild green chili salsa 
on the side

Egg Bakes
• Potato, bacon, caramelized onion, 

Swiss cheese & fresh herbs
• Loaded garden veggie (tomato, 

spinach, asparagus, mushroom) 
with shredded cheese

• Biscuit, sausage gravy & cheese

Sausage Links & Bacon
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BOARD Q&A

O n Saturday, May 13, Mountain 
Parks Electric will announce 
the results of its District 1 

(Winter Park area/east side of US Highway 
40) Director Election. MPE consumers 
with active electric accounts within this 
district received mail ballots by April 18. 
Votes can also be cast in person at MPE’s 
annual meeting on Saturday, May 13, at 
the high school in Granby, or mail ballots 
can be dropped off at the outdoor ballot 
box at MPE’s Granby headquarters at  
321 W. Agate Ave.

This year’s director election includes 
four candidates: Phillip Archer, Christine 
Larkin, Joe Smyth and Ryan Zorn. To 
inform voters about the candidates and 
their positions, we are providing the 
following Q&A.

Q: How has your work expe-
rience, education and 

background prepared you to be a 
valuable addition to the MPE Board 
of Directors?

PHILLIP ARCHER
Serving my local nonprofit electrical coop-
erative Board of Directors would be a 
natural extension of my career as an engi-
neer, developer and leader in energy.

Currently, I’m a business member of 
electrical cooperatives in Colorado, Utah 
and Wyoming. These co-ops are working 
through various stages of management turn-
over, growth, energy mix and supply chain 
issues that are front and center for MPE.

Minimizing the environmental footprint 
of energy is a primary consideration for me. 
From 2014-2019, I led an industry task force 
that worked with North Dakota government 
officials to write and implement regulations 
that greatly reduce gas flaring. 

CHRISTINE LARKIN
After graduating from Georgetown 
University, I attended the University of 
Oklahoma School of Law, where I gradu-
ated 8th with highest honors. I served 10 
years as outside corporate counsel to one 
of the largest electric utility companies in 
Texas. This was during a period of elec-
tric utility deregulation and fundamental 
changes to how consumers purchased 
electricity. I have almost 30 years of broad 
business and legal experience, including 
as general counsel. My experience will be 
beneficial to the MPE board and manage-
ment at this critical time as MPE exits its 
Tri-State power agreement and negotiates 
a new power supply agreement. 

JOE SMYTH
As an energy policy researcher focused 
on making sure utilities are accountable 
to the public, I’m well prepared to join 
the Mountain Parks board. One focus of 
my work has been reducing restrictions 
imposed by big power companies on 
community-based utilities like Mountain 
Parks, so we can pursue cost-saving clean 
energy projects and a new power supplier. 

With 15 years of energy policy expe-
rience, I’m already familiar with key state 
and federal rules relevant for our co-op, and 
programs that can help us save money with 
cleaner energy. You can read more details 
about my experience at VoteJoeSmyth.com.

RYAN ZORN
After graduation from Colorado School 
of Mines, I’ve occupied leadership roles 
with multiple vantage points on the local, 
national, and global energy sector. These 
experiences combine to offer a deep 

understanding of energy systems and 
unique perspectives on the important issues 
facing MPE which include the evaluation 
and handling of Tri-State contract termi-
nation costs, the negotiation of commercial 
terms on future power supply agreements, 
and the evaluation of economics and 
impacts of local generation projects that 
could be built and operated by MPE — 
all while ensuring that recently hired 
day-to-day leaders of MPE are integrated 
and successful in their roles.

Q: MPE’s mission is to deliver 
safe, reliable, cost-effec-

tive, sustainable energy and services 
to better the lives of our members 
and communities. Its vision is to be 
the energy provider of choice and to 
support the communities we serve 
while realizing the full potential of 
the grid. What does this mean to you?

CHRISTINE LARKIN
As a not-for-profit cooperative, MPE 
belongs to the communities and consumers 
it serves. It’s led by community members and 
is uniquely suited to meet our local needs. 
Keeping rates affordable and providing reli-
able electricity is important for our residents. 
MPE returns excess profits in the form of 
capital credits to its members and provides 
help to those in our community who need 
assistance. To promote efficiency and lower 
costs, MPE has local pilot projects that invest 
in smart technology and analytics to maxi-
mize the grid’s potential. MPE supports local, 
renewable projects for sustainable electricity. 
To me, MPE means local community. 

JOE SMYTH RYAN ZORNCHRISTINE LARKINPHILLIP ARCHER
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JOE SMYTH
Technology advances and new policies mean 
that smaller utilities like Mountain Parks can 
now save money by switching from coal to 
renewable energy, while keeping more of our 
energy dollars invested in our communities. 
Efficient electric technologies mean we can 
help our members lower their energy bills by 
switching to heat pumps and electric vehicles, 
reducing our reliance on increasingly expen-
sive fossil fuels for heating and transportation. 

Mountain Parks can leverage these 
exciting trends to build a renewable, local, 
electric economy that saves our members 
money while also reducing the air pollu-
tion and water consumption from burning 
fossil fuels.

RYAN ZORN
For approximately 22,000 customers, MPE 
is the sole provider of electricity that under-
pins modern living and the protection of 
life and property from a harsh mountain 
climate. Therefore, the standard for deliv-
ering safe and reliable power no matter 
the conditions is incredibly high. Because 
electricity is a non-discretionary expense, 
providing service at a transparent, stable, 
and regionally competitive cost allows 
consumers to optimize consumption 
choices that meet their needs within their 
budgets. Finally, MPE should prioritize 
and secure power from any source that can 
preserve grid stability while minimizing 
impacts on environments and communi-
ties that generate and transmit our supply.

PHILLIP ARCHER
Commitment to a common electrical grid 
provides the best overall societal outcome. 
Focus should be on improving the overall 
electrical grid emissions footprint at 
maximum reliability and reasonable cost.
A common electrical grid provides:
• Reliability through redundancy
• Low cost through economy of scale
• The avenue for large scale renewable 

adoption

Q: As a not-for-profit, consum-
er-owned utility (a co-op), 

commitment to community is one of 
MPE’s core principles. How are you 
involved in the local community?

JOE SMYTH
I’ve worked with community groups 
across Colorado to enact new policies that 
expanded transparency and clean energy 
rules for big power companies, and helped 
ensure that community-based utilities like 
Mountain Parks are free to pursue clean 
energy projects. 

I also brought a formal challenge that 
stopped an unnecessary rate increase 
proposed by Mountain Parks in 2019, 
saving our members more than $1.5 million 
over the last four years.

When I’m not working on utility issues, 
I like to hike, bike, and ski in our incred-
ible mountains, so I also volunteer with 
local trails organizations to help maintain 
our trails. 

RYAN ZORN
I was born and raised in rural Colorado 
within a household that prioritized 
community service. My wife, Lisa, and 
I have three kids in East Grand schools 
allowing me frequent interaction with 
the Fraser community. I eagerly support 
causes that promote healthy lifestyles, 
teamwork, and quality education. I just 
finished coaching three basketball teams 
for Fraser Valley Rec and assist with local 
youth and middle school football programs. 
Lisa and I are recent additions to the local 
Young Life board. Unfortunately, I’ll miss 
the MPE annual meeting as I’ll be chaper-
oning EGMS eighth graders on their trip to 
Washington D.C. 

PHILLIP ARCHER
On a volunteer basis, over the last five years 
I have served:
• National Sports Center for the Disabled
• Food Bank of the Rockies
• Habitat for Humanity
• Sundance Point HOA

Previously, I served on the Parks & 
Recreation Board of Directors in Park 
City, Utah.

On a for profit basis, I recently led an 
effort that is reducing air emissions by 69,000 
metric tons of CO2 equivalent per year in the 
MPE District 3 (Jackson County) area.

Recreationally, I’m a member of the 
Colorado Biathlon Club.

CHRISTINE LARKIN
I am a full-time resident of Fraser. This 
community is extremely welcoming with 
many opportunities for engagement. I serve 
on the Board of Directors of the Colorado 
Headwaters Land Trust, a local non-profit 
organization dedicated to open lands and 
conservation, where I serve on the Land 
Conservation and Events/Fundraising 
committees. During the holidays, I helped 
Middle Park Medical Foundation members 
with its submission for the Festival of Trees 
and supported that foundation at its annual 
fundraiser. I look forward to more ways I 
can give back to this community, including 
as a director of MPE and supporting MPE’s 
community initiatives.

Q: Is there anything about 
MPE that you would like to 

change? If yes, what and why?

RYAN ZORN
I have been a satisfied MPE customer for 
12 years. I will ensure that MPE is run effi-
ciently with local customer service as its 
top priority. MPE’s electricity rates have not 
changed since 2016—that stability has been 
a great service to our community during 
an inflationary environment. Given the 
recent changes in MPE leadership and the 
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evolutions coming to energy systems they manage, this board 
should play a grounded and supportive role to the MPE workforce 
and provide a deep bench of broad energy sector knowledge to 
the organization as it navigates transformational, customer-im-
pacting decisions. 

PHILLIP ARCHER
Yes.
1. Management for MPE should be expected to maintain their 

primary residence in the service area.
2. MPE should make plans to grow effectively in lock step with 

increases in local population and electrical demand to continue 
to maximize reliability and keep electrical costs low.

3. MPE must work to minimize the $10,000,000+ settlement that 
Tri-State Generation & Transmission will seek for termination 
of the all services agreement. It appears that better wholesale 
providers are available, but MPE must now negotiate this settle-
ment with limited leverage.

CHRISTINE LARKIN
I would like to see an electronic ballot option for MPE director elec-
tions to make it easier for more members to participate. In the last 
District 1 election, only about 500 out of 3,000 members voted. Just 
as public companies have turned to online voting at annual share-
holder meetings, I’d like to see MPE implement a similar process. 
Electronic delivery reduces printing and postage costs and envi-
ronmental impact. Many members are not regularly at their MPE 
address to receive paper ballots, which is something unique to our 
mountain community. Electronic delivery and voting would be a 
win-win for everyone.

JOE SMYTH
Mountain Parks has a relatively high monthly fixed charge, and we 
should explore ways to reduce that for our members. While many 
utilities push for high monthly fixed charges, consumer watchdogs 
and ratepayer advocacy groups oppose them because they increase 
energy costs for people that use the least amount of electricity – 
and that often includes lower income families, seniors, residents of 
smaller homes and condominiums, and people that have invested 
in energy efficiency improvements. Some other electric coopera-
tives charge lower monthly fixed charges for those that use the least 
electricity, and Mountain Parks should study those options.

3 WAYS TO VOTE IN MPE’S 
DISTRICT 1 DIRECTOR ELECTION

Only members in District 1 are eligible to vote.

BY MAIL
On April 12, Survey and Ballot Systems mailed ballots to all 
District 1 MPE consumers with active accounts as of April 3. 
If you choose to mail your ballot to be counted, it must be 
received by SBS no later than May 10.

BY DROP BOX
Another option to cast your vote is at our outdoor drop box 
at MPE’s Granby office. Ballots must be dropped off no later 
than 12 p.m. on May 12, 2023.

BY MEETING
You can also cast your vote in person at MPE’s annual 
meeting on Saturday, May 13, at Middle Park High School,  
795 N. 2nd Street in Granby. Breakfast is served at 8 a.m.  
and the meeting begins at 9:15 a.m.

BY LINDSAY MCCANN  
MEMBER SERVICE SPECIALIST

Did you know 30 drops of water a minute can waste 50 
gallons of water a month? Save water and money by:

• Repairing leaky water faucets. Common causes include 
worn out washers/gaskets, broken or loose o-rings and 
corroded valve seats. Tim Stensvad, ACCT 1014875

• Using your dishwasher’s energy-saving settings and 
running only full loads.

• Rinsing dishes in groups when washing by hand.

• Turning off the water while brushing your teeth.

WAYS TO $AVE
ON YOUR WATER BILL

Find Your Name Win $5
If you find your name in this magazine, contact 
Mountain Parks Electric to receive a $5 credit on your 
power bill. Winners must contact MPE within one 
month of the date of issue.
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