
CELEBRATING 
MEMBERSHIP: 
OCTOBER IS NATIONAL 
CO-OP MONTH

ROBERT BARANOWSKI

BY ROBERT BARANOWSKI 
MANAGER OF MEMBER SERVICES

October is a particularly eventful 
month with school, community 
and sports activities in full swing. 

It’s also when cooperatives across the country 
celebrate National Co-op Month, as they have 
done since the first Co-op Month proclama-
tion in 1964. When I say Morgan County 
REA celebrates Co-op Month, it really means 
we are celebrating you, our members. After 
all, our co-op exists only because of you.

Electric cooperatives are unique because 
they are owned and operated by the members 
they serve. That is why MCREA is governed 
by a board of directors elected from and 
by the membership. It is also why MCREA 
members receive capital credits checks in 
December as part of our nonprofit business 
model. Unlike investor-owned utilities that 
pass profits to shareholders, electric co-ops 
return any remaining funds to our members. 

Electric co-ops are also guided by seven 
cooperative principles, one of which is 
concern for community. At MCREA, we 

prioritize concern for our community by 
offering numerous scholarships and youth 
programs. We appreciate every chance to 
reach out to our members. (Michael O’Brien, 
acct. #xxx8100) The co-op does this by 
taking part in various events and supporting 
organizations in the communities we serve. 

As we celebrate National Co-op Month, 
MCREA thanks you for your support of our 
cooperative. Stop by MCREA during the 
month of October and enter to win one of our 
Co-op Month giveaways. While here, feel free 
to visit with our employees and learn more 
about what the co-op is doing to best serve 
you, our member. 

For 85 years, MCREA has powered this 
area of northeastern Colorado. With a strong 
tradition and vision for the future, MCREA 
remains dedicated to serving our members 
by providing safe, reliable energy. That is our 
mission. That is the cooperative way.  

Win $25 Off Your Electric Bill
Each month, Morgan County REA gives two lucky members a chance at a $25 credit 
on their electric bill, just by reading Colorado Country Life. Congratulations, Durwood 
Darbin! You spotted your name in the August issue and called to receive a $25 bill 
credit. There are two more MCREA member names and their account numbers hidden 
somewhere in this issue. If you find your name and account number, call MCREA member 
services at 970-867-5688 by October 31 to claim a $25 credit on your next bill.
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MCREA Mission
Morgan County REA, 

a member-owned 
cooperative, is dedicated 
to serving our members 

by providing safe, reliable 
energy with a strong 

tradition and vision for 
the future.

facebook.com/MorganCountyREA

@MorganCountyREA

@morgancountyrea

bit.ly/MCREAyoutube
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T here is something incredibly 
powerful about the connection 
between horse and rider. For the 

rider, it is something uniquely rooted in trust 
and freedom. It’s a connection that can be 
found at Freedom to Cowboy Up, a thera-
peutic riding center located between Brush 
and Akron.

“For me, the best part is seeing others enjoy 
the freedom I found when I first got back on a 
horse,” said Cherrie Mellott, Morgan County 
REA member and co-founder of FTCU.

After a car accident left Mellott in a wheel-
chair at the age of 18, she thought her lifelong 
passion for horses was lost. She avoided 
horses for nearly two decades because it was 
too painful. That is, until Mellott’s young 
daughter asked her to watch her take part in a 
gymkhana rodeo at the Burns Ranch Arena. 
Though Mellott was reluctant at first, that one 
day changed her life — and the lives she would 
go on to help — forever. 

It was here that she met Katie Burns, 
accomplished horsewoman and owner of the 
arena. After meeting, a simple question arose 
between the two.

“Do you think there is a need for a thera-
peutic riding center in this area?” Burns asked.

“Yes,” Mellott responded, without 
hesitation. 

That was it. After this simple exchange, 
Burns and Mellott set out on a mission to 
ensure everyone with unique needs would 
have the freedom to cowboy up. Fast forward 
12 years and they are doing just that. FTCU 
serves individuals of all ages who have various 
disabilities or injuries. FTCU’s clientele 
includes people in wheelchairs, stroke survi-
vors, individuals with cerebral palsy, autism, 

depression and other diagnoses. 
Specialized saddles with high backs and 

other stabilizing features help riders remain 
safe and secure. The saddles can even be 
modified according to the rider’s level of 
injury or riding experience. The center also 
built a platform, complete with a wheelchair 
lift that allows riders to transfer from chair to 
saddle. These adaptations mean that riders 
from near and far can experience the unique 
connection between human and horse.

“Without visiting the arena that day, I 
wouldn’t have come back to horses, but I’m so 
glad I did. This is what I live for,” Mellott said, 
recalling her first time back on a horse. “For 
the first time, I got to walk without pushing a 
wheelchair. It brings me such joy to see others 
enjoy that freedom too — that’s why ‘freedom’ 
is in our name.”

“I wanted ‘cowboy’ in there too, because 
that’s what I’m about,” Burns added. “Cowboys 
and cowgirls are a special type of people: deter-
mined and strong. And that’s who is here.”

The riders who visit FTCU are true repre-
sentations of the cowboy spirit. Take Michael 
for example. A terrible accident two years 
ago left Michael in critical condition and 
doctors doubting his survival. Yet today, he is 
on horseback in the arena where he grew up 
riding, chasing steers in hopes of team roping 
one day.

“Of course, my goal is to walk again, but 
even if I don’t do that,” Michael explained, “I 
will rope.”

That type of grit and tenacity is common 
among FTCU riders.

Katie, another FTCU rider, was diagnosed 
with spina bifida at four months old but has 
never let that hold her back. Blessed with a 
family who never treated her any differently, 
Katie went where her three siblings went and 
did everything they did: hunting, fishing, 4-H, 
and, of course,  horseback riding. She is also 
a member of the Colorado sled hockey team.

 “I’m determined to do everything 
everyone else can,” Katie said certainly. “I don’t 
like feeling left out.”

Cowboy Up:
MCREA donates to local 
therapeutic riding center
BY MADDIE POLLART COMMUNICATIONS 
& PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR

Cherrie Mellott (left) and Katie Burns (right) 
founded Freedom to Cowboy Up in 2010.

Michael gets ready to mount his horse using the 
specially-built wheelchair lift and platform at 
Freedom to Cowboy Up’s arena.

MCREA, along with Tri-State Generation and 
Transmission, Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
and CoBank, was happy to donate $1,000 to 
Freedom to Cowboy Up.

Katie, who has been riding her whole life, takes 
her horse Ralph for a lap around the arena.
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Scam Alert: Be Aware of Fraudsters

Morgan County REA members have reported new incidents of scam 
calls. Now, scammers are telling members that they have overpaid on 
their electric bill, asking for payment information so that money can 
be credited back to their account. These calls are NOT from MCREA. 
Do not provide any information to these scammers pretending to be 
your electric company. If you have any questions regarding the status 
of your account, call MCREA or check your account using SmartHub.

There are many benefits to therapeutic 
riding. It helps riders, especially those in 
wheelchairs, strengthen their core and prac-
tice balance. Perhaps one of the best parts of 
horseback riding is the resemblance it bears 
to walking. As horseback riding stimulates 
many of the muscles and motions used when 
walking, riding is one of the best ways to repli-
cate a human gait. This type of freedom is 
indescribable and can only be understood by 
those who had their ability to walk taken away.

“This is the closest feeling to walking that 
I’ll ever have again,” said Ashley, who has been 
in a wheelchair since an accident left her para-
lyzed three years ago. Anyone can see from 
the smile on her face how much she cherishes 
that feeling. 

“I like coming to learn from Katie [Burns] 
and to ride Ralph,” rider Eric said, pointing to 
the sorrel horse standing next to the wheel-
chair lift. 

Of course, none of this would be possible 
without the help of two solid horses: Ralph 

Ashley rides as Katie Burns leads the horse and 
other volunteers offer support.

and Fish. The two geldings are patient and 
attentive, making them the perfect partners 
for whoever is sitting in the saddle. However, 
people do not have to ride the horses to benefit 
from being around them. Sometimes indi-
viduals visit the arena to read to the horses, 
practice math problems, pet them, and spend 
time learning how to take care of them.

“I like riding,” said Mark, who is a regular 
at the arena, “but I also like feeding the horses.”

Whichever way individuals choose to 
spend time with horses, FTCU is there to 
make it happen. As a nonprofit organization, 
donations from community members, such as 
MCREA, help the program to operate. Since 
2010, FTCU has also held an annual dinner 
and benefit auction with the help of Associate 
Auctioneers of Colorado. This year’s fund-
raising event will take place at the Morgan 
County Fairgrounds in Brush on Friday, 
October 21, at 5:30 p.m. 

Without a doubt, the riders at FTCU 
are some of the toughest, most determined 

cowboys and cowgirls you will ever meet. It 
may seem that they are the ones being helped 
by receiving the physical, mental, emotional 
and social benefits of riding horses. However, 
they are helping to inspire others — anyone 
lucky enough to watch their relentless drive to 
be better. To heal. To conquer whatever chal-
lenge is thrown their way.

The riders at Freedom to Cowboy Up 
make one thing clear: No matter what knocks 
you down in life, you can always get back in 
the saddle.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

Decorate 
Safely
Plug outdoor electric lights 
and decorations into outlets 
protected by ground fault circuit 
interrupters (GFCIs).
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On August 17, Morgan County REA welcomed employees from 
Morgan County Quality Water District to the MCREA warehouse 
for a hotline trailer safety demonstration. The co-op’s hotline trailer 
demonstrates the importance of powerline safety and helps explain 
how outages may occur. 

This trailer was designed and built by MCREA linemen, and we 
are excited to share it with our members and community. Give the 
office a call at 970-867-5688 if you are interested in a hotline trailer 
safety demonstration for your organization, class or other group.

Hotline Safety Trailer

MCREA linemen (left to right) Sergio Baquera, Fabian Vigil and Zeque 
Chenoweth present the hotline safety trailer to Morgan County Quality 

Water District employees at the co-op’s warehouse on August 17.

The end of summer is always a big time for 4-H and FFA members 
across the state as they gather in Pueblo for the Colorado State Fair. 
This year was special, as the fair celebrated 150 years. One of the best 
parts of the fair is the Junior Livestock Sale, where youth are rewarded 
for their hard work throughout the year. 

Colorado’s electric cooperatives — including MCREA — are proud to 
sponsor the sale. This year, the event was a huge success, raising over 
$491,000. MCREA congratulates all of those who made the sale at this 
year’s Colorado State Fair. 

Bentley Hickey was one of the numerous Morgan County REA members to 
sell an animal at this year’s livestock sale on August 30 in Pueblo. 

Colorado State Fair Junior Livestock Sale
Colorado’s Electric Cooperatives: Proud Sponsor of the

MCREA Manager of Member Services Rob Baranowski presents a safety demo 
at BBQ with the Blue on August 9.

Morgan County REA took part in the second annual BBQ with 
the Blue in downtown Fort Morgan on August 9. The event is 
organized by the Fort Morgan Police Department and multiple law 
enforcement agencies attend. The event is free for all and includes 
food, concerts and games. (Kevin Warboys, acct. #xxx8000) MCREA’s 
member services department hosted a booth and demonstrated 
the importance of powerline safety using the tabletop hotline 
safety demonstration board.

MCREA Joins Community 
for BBQ with the Blue
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