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VIEWPOINT

Do you find yourself heeding the 
call to action to make a difference 
in your community? To make a 

change in your life, to better your future? 
We hear that call and we at YVEA need 
your help with several opportunities. And as 
seniors are getting ready to wrap up school 
or undergrads are signing up for the next 
semester, we want to talk about our schol-
arship opportunities that offer students the 
chance to further their education.

BOARD NOMINATIONS
This year, we have three seats up for reelec-
tion: District 4, Elk Springs: Dean Brosious; 
District 5, Hayden: Patrick Delaney; and 
District 7, Steamboat Springs: Sonja Macys. 
Every board member serves a term of 
three years before coming up for reelec-
tion in their district. As a board member, 
responsibilities include attending the 
monthly board meeting, attending the 
annual meeting, participating in strategic 
planning, and completing educational 
and board certification programs meant 
to improve your understanding of the 
co-op world. Even if you don’t know much 
about the co-op world, please don’t let this 
deter you from submitting a nomination 
— we need people on the board who are 
passionate about representing their district 
and improving the quality of life and service 
in our communities. We need individuals 
who share these ideals, which align with 
our commitments to the communities we 
serve. The deadline for board nominations 
is April 29, 2022. 

COFFEE WITH THE CO-OP
We realize as a co-op we need even more 
engagement with our communities. One 
way we are committing to doing this is by 
featuring a board member Q&A section 
here in CCL every month. This is a great 

way for all of our members to get to know 
their board members and for districts to 
know a bit more about their represen-
tatives. Beyond that, we will be holding 
a series of Coffee with the Co-op events 
throughout the year. These events will be 
held throughout our service territory and 
will be a great opportunity to visit with 
you, our member-owners. We want to hear 
what your concerns are with the future of 
power in our territory and what has been 
working for you when it comes to YVEA.  
In addition to our Annual Survey, this is a 
chance for you to make your voice heard, to 
get answers to any questions you may have 
and to learn more about what we bring to 
your communities. 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SENIORS 
AND UNDERGRADS
YVEA recognizes the importance of our 
youth continuing their education so they 
can find a path they are passionate about. 
We know the cost of schooling has increased 
and are proud to offer financial assistance 
to high school seniors or undergradu-
ates who live within our service territory. 
These scholarship opportunities are funded 
through unclaimed capital credits. This 
year we will be offering our scholarships 
through the Yampa Valley Community 
Foundation. By adding our scholarship to 
their platform, we are hoping to increase 
the visibility of our scholarship program 
and to also offer members a one-stop shop 
for many of the scholarships offered to our 
youth. The scholarships we award must be 
used for educational costs and the student 
must attend college in the fall of the school 
year in which the scholarship is given. The 
deadline for scholarship applications 
is April 6, 2022. For more details, please 
visit our website at yvea.com/scholarships 

or visit the Yampa Valley Community 
Foundation at yvcf.org/scholarships/
scholarships-overview/.

As the president and general manager 
of the co-op, I understand the need for 
listening to varying perspectives which can 
come from board nominations as well as 
inspired youth. I look forward seeing you at 
our Coffee with a Co-op events and reading 
the board nominations and scholarship 
applications. So much can be gained from 
all the voices of our membership, and I look 
forward to hearing from many of you.

Steve Johnson
President and General Manager

Rays Up Community 
Solar Garden  

Accepting Applications
YVEA’s Rays Up Community Solar 
Garden (formerly known as the GRID 
array) is now accepting applications 
for income-qualified members. 
Members participating in this program 
will receive a bill “off set” from the 
energy produced by their portion of 
a community solar array.

For more details, visit yvea.com/rays-
up-community-solar-project.
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YAMPA VALLEY ELECTRIC 
ASSOCIATION  

IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER.

MAILING ADDRESS
2211 Elk River Road

Steamboat Springs, CO 80487

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS SERVICE 
CENTER

2211 Elk River Road
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487

 ph 970-879-1160
 tf  888-873-9832
 fax 970-879-7270
 web yvea.com

CRAIG SERVICE CENTER
3715 East US Highway 40

Craig, CO 81625

 ph 970-824-6593
 tf  888-873-9832
 fax 970-824-7134

facebook.com/
YampaValleyElectricAssociation

@YampaValleyElec

instagram.com/
yampavalleyelectriccoop

Yampa Valley Electric Association  
is a cooperative that provides value 

to its member-owners through 
technology that delivers safe and 

reliable electrical service in an 
environmentally and financially 

responsible manner.

Last month, we featured Patrick Delaney in our Board 
Member Q&A, and this month, we are featuring YVEA 
Board Member Ken Rogers. This section is dedicated to 

giving our members a chance to get to know their representa-
tives. Below is our interview with Ken Rogers, who represents 
District 9 — South Routt, Bond, Burns, and State Bridge area.

Tell us about your professional background. 
I owned a retail business in Boulder that had been established 
since 1913. I was able to grow the business into a thriving 
multi-location operation. I also worked as the vice president of 
racing for the American Motorcyclist Association Pro Racing, 
managing the U.S. Superbike, Motocross and Supercross Series. 
Currently I am the district manager at the South Routt Medical 
Center in Oak Creek.

Tell us about your personal/family life.
My wife Melissa and I have been together for 35 years. We tend to adopt pets with disabil-
ities — we currently have five special-needs dogs and two special-needs cats. We founded 
Colorado Comfort Canines, a nonprofit organization of certified Animal Assisted Therapy 
teams that will respond to communities in need following a critical incident such as a 
shooting or natural disaster. I am also on the board of directors for the Steamboat Running 
Series and help manage many of the local running races. Melissa is a critical care nurse at 
Yampa Valley Medical Center. I worked in pre-hospital care as a paramedic before joining 
the South Routt Medical Center.

What inspired you to run for the YVEA Board of Directors?
I have always felt it important to participate in our local community whenever possible. 
Ensuring that not only South Routt but the entire YVEA service area continues to have 
affordable and reliable power is an essential part of what I can help with.

What strengths do you bring to the YVEA board?
I have a strong understanding of what our community may need and what can be done to meet 
those needs. I also have a background in technology that helps me to better understand many 
aspects of how YVEA and Luminate can deliver power and broadband to our communities.

What major challenges do you believe YVEA will face in the next 5–10 
years?
Our communities continue to grow not only geographically but also in their energy and 
technology needs. As a member of the board, it is my responsibility to keep looking ahead 
at those needs and make sure that YVEA and Luminate are positioned to meet those needs. 
The year 2020 showed us the importance of being connected with reliable and affordable 
broadband and the reliance on this technology will continue to grow.

Ken Rogers,  
Dist. 9  Representative

[continued on page 8]
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What are your thoughts on the status of the 
electric industry in Colorado?
To say that the nature of the electric industry is changing is an 
understatement. State and federal mandates to transfer carbon-
based energy production to renewables are driving all of the 
power generation, transmission and distribution companies 
to adapt and adjust how they will be doing business. This is an 
industry that has been doing business pretty much the same way 
for more than 100 years, so, as you would expect, big changes 
like this can be difficult. But we will get there.

What changes do you believe will have the most 
significant effect on the electric industry in the 
next 10 years?
The most significant change will be how energy is produced. We 
are already seeing huge strides in technology surrounding wind, 
solar and hydro power. I also expect to see big advancements in 
storage technology.

[continued from page 7]

RESIDENTIAL LIGHTBULB 
RECYCLING PROGRAM
As of March 1, YVEA is no longer a collection point for 
residential lightbulb recycling. Yampa Valley Sustainability 
Council opened a recycling depot where YVEA members can 
now take their residential lightbulbs to be recycled. For details 
on the recycling depot, visit yvsc.org/depotinfo.

When you take in your lightbulbs to be recycled, YVEA is 
offering a free LED lightbulb (while supplies last). And don’t 
forget — when you purchase new LED lightbulbs, you are 
eligible for a rebate through YVEA’s rebate program. To learn 
more about all of our rebates and to fill out a rebate form, visit 
yvea.com/rebates.

YVEA BOARD Q&A
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Making theMaking the
Solar Switch: Solar Switch: 
Common YVEA Common YVEA 
Member Solar Member Solar 
Installation Installation 
ConsiderationsConsiderations

YVEA regularly works with co-op members and solar contractors to transition to 
solar power through our net metering program. As the demand for solar power 
increases, so does the number of calls we receive from members with concerns 
about solar company sales tactics, costs and logistics. 

Thoroughly investigate the company. Is it backed by the Better Business Bureau? 
Is it contracted to do business in Colorado? Important note: If a representative 
from a solar company contacts you claiming to be “with YVEA” or that they are 
“part of YVEA’s solar efforts,” please know that is a sales pitch (but not a 100% 
truthful one). YVEA does not have preferred solar installation contractors, at this 
time, but YVEA is working on a qualified installer program, which we will be rolling 
out in 2022.

Know all the costs, not just those for equipment and installation. In addition to 
equipment and labor, there are also pricey “soft costs” that can cost more than 
the system itself, according to Energy.gov. Soft costs include permit acquisition; 
financing charges; and “pass-along” marketing, advertising and research costs. Be 
cautious of companies that are making claims that sound too good to be true. 

How will the installer work with YVEA to meet interconnection requirements? 
Does the installer have experience coordinating and integrating solar systems with 
the electric grid? How much energy will the system provide and is it enough? Too 
much? Solar is a substantial investment and we encourage members to contact 
us prior to purchasing a solar system to ensure that it can fully integrate and 
connect with YVEA’s system. Learn more at yvea.com/distributed-generation-
interconnection.

SOLAR SOLAR 
POWERPOWER



Space heating uses more energy and 
costs more money than any other 
system in your home, typically making 
up about 45%–55% of your utility bill.

Follow these tips to help you manage 
the amount of kilowatt-hours your 
electric resistive heaters use:

• Use programmable thermostats

• Limit the use of space heaters and 
turn them off when you are not 
home

• Make sure you seal all air leaks and 
your home is well-insulated

• Install window film, honeycomb 
blinds or drapes on all windows

• Visit yvea.com/be-energy-hero-
your-home for more tips and to 
watch a video about space heaters.

ENERGY SAVINGS TIP: 
Electric Resistive Heating

Y ampa Valley Electric Association is alerting contrac-
tors, builders and members that lead time on materials 
is longer than normal. This may impact line extension, 

service upgrade projects and programs in 2022. YVEA is working 
to maintain a healthy inventory of equipment to minimize the 
potential delays, yet we encourage stakeholders to review their 
projects estimates and timelines closely. To ensure realistic expec-
tations, please reach out to our engineering department regarding 
any changes in your project timeline.

BOARD MEMBER 
NOMINATIONS
Would you like to represent your district on 
the YVEA Board of Directors? There are three 
seats that are up for reelection this year: 

• District 4, Elk Springs: Dean Brosious
• District 5, Hayden: Patrick Delaney
• District 7, Steamboat Springs:  

Sonja Macys
Petitions for nominations of directors 

must be returned by April 29, 2022. For a 
nomination packet and more details, please 
visit yvea.com/annual-meeting-election. 

Severe storms can cause extended power outages. 

Be prepared with food, water, and 

other essential supplies.

SUPPLY CHAIN LEAD TIMES 
HIGHER THAN NORMAL

Raw Materials

Logistics

Logistics

Logistics

Logistics Log
istic
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When it comes to selecting an 
internet service provider for 
your home or business, it can 

be challenging to determine which one is 
the best. Every service provider claims to 
provide fast and reliable internet, but is there 
truly a clear winner when it comes to how it 
is delivered? 

The answer is YES. Fiber delivers better 
video picture and sound, provides incredible 
reliability when working from home, has the 
lowest latency for activities like online gaming, 
handles multiple connected devices with ease, 
and provides considerable advantages to busi-
nesses. Luminate Broadband’s fiber internet 
is the new gold standard. Here are just a few 
reasons why:

AMAZING SPEED
Internet travels to homes and businesses 
in a variety of ways: by radio waves, phone 
lines, cable networks, electric wiring or fiber- 
optics. Fiber internet uses cutting-edge tech-
nology to deliver data to and from your 
devices at the speed of light. Light travels 
through fiber-optic lines at speeds that far 
surpass that of cable and DSL. Our symmet-
rical download AND upload speeds range 
from 100 Mbps to 1 Gig. Now that’s fast. 

DSL uses copper lines, which were origi-
nally designed to carry voice signals, and cable 
internet is delivered through coaxial cables. As 
mentioned in previous articles, DSL caps out 
at much slower speeds than fiber, and both 
cable and DSL typically have significantly 
slower upload speeds. 

UNBELIEVABLE RELIABILITY 
Internet technologies such as copper, DSL 
and wireless can be affected by outside factors 
such as severe weather, temperature fluctu-
ations and moisture. Fiber optic cables are 
constructed via small flexible strands of glass. 
Because the signal is light instead of electricity, 
fiber internet is unaffected by electrical surges, 
moisture or cold. 

Fiber also sends data further than other 
technologies like wireless or copper, which are 

limited by distance or physical line of sight to 
an antenna. So whether you’re next door to 
your internet provider or across the county, 
you’ll always enjoy faster load times and 
higher-quality streaming with fiber internet 
provided by Luminate Broadband.

ENTERTAINMENT 
A fast internet connection is essential to enjoy 
21st century entertainment. It enables the 
ability for super high definition and 4K video 
streaming, virtual reality, real-time online 
gaming, watching your favorite online videos, 
connecting via social media and video calls. 
As technology continues to advance, only 
fiber internet has the capacity to evolve with it.

LOWER LATENCY 
Latency refers to how much time it takes for 
a signal to travel to its destination and back. 
Low latency is very important for activities 
such as online gaming, video conferencing, 
stock trading, trying to get your children into 
summer camps, booking campsites, or any 
activity where a delay matters. Fiber typically 
has much lower latency than wireless, cable, 
DSL or 5G and no. one. wants. to. Face. Time. 
like. this…. Latency matters and it’s less of an 
issue with Luminate Broadband fiber.

CONNECTING MULTIPLE DEVICES 
The average number of internet-connected 
devices in the home continues to rise each 
year, and internet use does too. Since 2019, 
the average number of connected devices has 
more than doubled with it being estimated 
most homes have 25 connected devices, and 
gig internet is quickly becoming a neces-
sity. While other internet technologies have 
already reached their limits, the potential 
of fiber has hardly been tapped. The unique 
technology of Luminate Broadband’s fiber 
provides the ability for it to grow with the 
data and speed needs of the future, so whether 
connecting dozens of devices, or hundreds, 
our fiber is ready.

BOOSTING BUSINESSES 
The incredible speed and reliability of fiber 
make it the best choice for businesses. We 

know that time is money. According to 
research, a slow internet connection costs 
employees one week per year of productivity. 
The bandwidth capabilities also make it the 
ideal way to quickly access data and appli-
cations stored in the cloud. Fiber also offers 
security advantages. Unlike other technolo-
gies, the only way to penetrate a fiber optic 
cable is to physically cut the fiber, which will 
cause the signal to disappear. It’s also future 
proof. As your technology needs grow, fiber 
will be ready to handle the internet needs of 
your business for decades to come.

If you have questions or want to sign 
up for Luminate Broadband, please call 
970-870-4320 or visit luminatebroadband.
com. We can’t wait for you to experience the 
fiber difference.

The Incredible Benefits of LUMINATE Broadband’s Fiber Internet

RULES & REGULATIONS 
UPDATE 

As of February 15, YVEA has updated 
its rules and regulations, and these 
changes may impact contractors. YVEA 
will no longer supply meter sockets. 
All meters installed must meet YVEA 
requirements. Additionally, we will no 
longer offer the $2,500 credit toward 
line extensions. For more details on 
these updates, please visit yvea.com/
service-rules-and-regulations or call 
970-879-1160.
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