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Our mission is to provide our 
members with safe, reliable 

service at the lowest cost, while 
maintaining an environmentally 
responsible, accountable and 

sustainable operation now and 
in the future.
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ARE YOU  
READY TO SERVE?

I n one of the most notable inaugural 
speeches given, John F. Kennedy spoke 
his famous words, “Ask not what your 

country can do for you, ask what you can do 
for your country.” His inspiring words urged 
Americans to take actions that benefited 
the greater good. In essence, Kennedy was 
saying our country thrives when we all 
contribute our talents to the common good. 

On a smaller scale, I think the same 
can be said about our co-op, specifically 
with regard to our board members. K.C. 
Electric Association’s board members are 
community-minded individuals with a 
variety of skill sets. Our board is made up 
of individuals that come from all walks of 
life. We rely on their many talents to help 
us make informed decisions on long-term 
priorities and investments. Our directors live 
and work right here in the co-op’s service 
area, and we consider them the eyes and ears 
of the community because they provide their 
perspective on important community issues. 

We recognize it takes many people with 
different skills to create a well-rounded 
board that can represent the full spectrum 
of our community. That’s why, when we’re 
seeking new directors, we want folks with 
diverse perspectives, experience, expertise 
and views. We’re seeking local members 
of our community who can apply their 
unique talents to benefit all our friends and 
neighbors. But above all else, we’re looking 
for folks who love our community and want 
to see it thrive now and in the future. 

What does it mean to serve on the board?
Serving on K.C. Electric’s board means 
you’re making a difference locally, using 
your individual talents and perspective 
to guide big decisions about the 

co-op that in turn benefit the larger 
community. While day-to-day decisions 
are made by co-op staff, major decisions 
are made by the board, whose mission is to 
look out for the vitality of the co-op and the 
community it serves. On a granular level, 
K.C. Electric board members typically 
provide input and guidance on: 

• Budgets
• Rates
• K.C. Electric’s goals and direction
• The co-op’s community/charitable 

contributions
• Capital investments and upgrades in 

equipment and technology
• K.C.’s role and involvement in 

economic development
The energy industry is undergoing a 

major transition. Technology advancements 
and increased consumer preference for 
more renewable energy is driving change. 
K.C. Electric is facing big decisions, and 
board members have an opportunity to help 
chart a course for our future. To serve the 
community best, we need input from a wide 
range of people who represent the broad 
spectrum of views within our community.  

Opportunity to serve
In June, three directors will be elected to the  
K.C. Electric Board of Directors: one from 
Cheyenne County, one from Kit Carson 
County and one from Lincoln County. To 
be nominated, a person must be a member 
of K.C. Electric and a bona fide resident 
within the director’s district for which 
he/she is nominated. Official nominating 
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K.C. ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION
Selects Leadership Camp Delegates
Every year, electric cooperatives in Colorado, Kansas, Wyoming and Oklahoma 
select students to attend Youth Leadership Camp held at Glen Eden Resort 
near Steamboat Springs. We are proud to announce that Stratton High School’s 
Melissa Brandon and Caleb Foose will attend camp as representatives of K.C. 
Electric Association. 

Youth Leadership Camp is a weeklong, all-expenses-paid trip for high 
schoolers who want a camp experience like no other. In July, Melissa and Caleb 
will travel to Glen Eden resort and gather for fun activities, make new friends and 
experience the beautiful Rocky Mountains. K.C. Electric’s delegates will also learn 
about cooperative governance, hear engaging speakers and gain leadership skills. 

Congratulations to Melissa and Caleb on this once-in-a-lifetime experience!

Melissa Brandon Caleb Foose

petitions can be picked up at the Hugo or 
Stratton office beginning March 4 and must 
be returned to the Hugo or Stratton office 
by April 3.

While you don’t need to be an expert in 
electricity or business to run, you do need 
to have a passion for the community and a 
willingness to actively serve and learn. We’re 
looking for individuals who can represent 
the full gamut of the consumer-members 
we serve. Our board meets on a regular 
basis, and we offer specialized training 
opportunities to help board members make 
informed decisions. Board members gain a 
deeper understanding of the electric utility 
industry, the cooperative business model 
and local economic development efforts. 

Ultimately, our board is the community 
pulse for the co-op and helps keep us on the 
right track. We love our community and 
want to help it thrive. If you share the same 
commitment and want to contribute to the 
greater good in a tangible way, I hope you’ll 
consider running for a board position. 

To learn more about K.C. Electric’s 
director election process and 2022 details, 
please visit kcelectric.coop.

SURGE 
PROTECTION

A power surge is typically caused by lightning, changes in electrical loads, faulty wiring or  
damaged power lines. Install power strips with surge protection to protect sensitive equipment.

•  Plug the power strip into the wall and then plug in your electronics
•  Replace over time or after a major surge

Keep your electronic 
equipment safe. 

REMEMBER: Not all power strips offer surge protection. 
When purchasing, carefully read all packaging labels.
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Storm Watches vs. Warnings

A t any moment, 1,800 thunderstorms 
occur worldwide, according to the 
National Weather Service. That is 

16 million storms per year. In an average 
year, 1,200 tornadoes cause 60 to 65 fatalities 
and 1,500 injuries in the U.S. alone.

To protect yourself, your family and your 
property from seasonal thunderstorms and 
tornadoes, you need more than a flash-
light and a few cans of food (although they 
are essential parts of your emergency kit). 
Beyond the items in your preparedness kit, 
it is a good idea to fully understand how 
dangerous storms can be and how to inter-
pret weather alerts to minimize risk. 

Watch vs. warning
When bad weather is approaching, people 
typically turn on the TV, pull up a weather 
app or look online for information. If you 
see a severe weather watch or warning, 
something bad could be heading your way. 
However, many people do not consider the 
differences between the two alerts. 

A watch means there is a significant 
chance of a severe thunderstorm or tornado. 
Watch and wait for more information while 
taking precautionary measures, such as 
unplugging electronics and checking the 
contents of your emergency preparedness kit.

A warning means a severe thunder-
storm or tornado has been spotted or seen 
on radar. The moment you get a warning, 

take shelter in the safest part of your home, 
which is usually in your basement or the 
interior part of your home, away from 
windows and doors.

Thunderstorms
Thunderstorms are some of the most 
common destructive weather events on 
Earth. Most of the damage comes from 
flooding, lightning strikes and high winds. 
Some storms also deliver hail and can even 
spawn tornadoes. Bad weather systems, 
such as those that cause thunderstorms, 
can cause broken windows, extreme water 
damage, fallen trees, serious fires, downed 
power lines and more.

Do not ignore the potential hazards 
of thunderstorms. Keep flashlights or 
battery-operated lights well-supplied with 
batteries or charge them regularly. Keep a 
supply of nonperishable food and drinking 
water on hand. Turn off and unplug elec-
tronic equipment to protect it from power 
surges. Move valuables out of the basement 
or other locations that may flood. If a power 
outage occurs, never use a portable gener-
ator in your home, enclosed structure or 
garage. Do not step into a flooded basement 
or other area where water can pool since the 
water could be electrified.

Tornadoes
The central part of the United States is some-
times referred to as Tornado Alley because 
it is the most common geographic location 
for these disastrous storms. The Great Plains 
have the perfect environment and climate 
for severe storm creation. While tornadoes 
can happen in any month, they are much 
likelier in the spring and summer than in 
other seasons. April, May and June have 
more than twice as many reported torna-
does as any other time of the year.

To stay safe during a tornado, be aware of 
weather conditions during thunderstorms 

that could breed tornadoes. Know the best 
place to shelter, both indoors and out, and 
always protect your head, the Centers for 
Disease Control advises. 

Understanding severe thunderstorm 
and tornado watches and warnings can 
help keep you and your family safe. Do not 
underestimate the potential power of these 
weather systems. Take steps to protect your-
selves and your property before a storm hits.

For more information about storm preparedness and 
electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org. 

Claim Your Savings
Each month, members have a chance 
to claim a $20 credit on their next 
electric bill. All you must do is find 
your account number, call the Hugo 
office at 719-743-2431 and ask for your 
credit. The winning names and account 
numbers are listed below. How simple 
is that?  

You must claim your credit during 
the month in which your name appears 
in the magazine (check the date on the 
front cover).

• Michael Sharp, Hugo 
— 629600026

• Herman Martin,  
Arapahoe — 102265000

• Eleanor Herndon,  
Stratton — 1112310003

• Nayeli Vega,  
Kit Carson — 1108030002

In January, two consumer-members 
called to claim their savings—Beverly 
Palmore, Hugo and Bonnie Hughes, 
Seibert. 
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2022 K.C. Electric Board
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

These individuals are your 2022 election committee:

THE TIMETABLE FOR NOMINATIONS

NOMINATIONS ARE DUE SOON
Cheyenne County,   

Kit Carson County & Lincoln County

Three directors will be elected to the K.C. Electric Association Board of Directors this year: one from 
Cheyenne County, one from Kit Carson County and one from Lincoln County. Directors’ terms expiring are 

Dave Ritchey from Cheyenne County; Wayne Parrish from Kit Carson County;  
and Eric Poss from Lincoln County. 

To be nominated, a person must be a consumer-member of K.C. Electric and  
a bona fide resident within the director’s district for which he/she is nominated. 

Official nominating petitions shall be issued by the Association not earlier than ninety (90) days prior to the 
meeting at which the election is to be held. Petitions must be signed by at least fifteen (15) members — not more 
than one (1) member in a joint membership — of the Association and returned to the Association for filing with 
the Board no less than sixty (60) days prior to the election. Qualified candidates can pick up official nominating 

petitions at the Hugo or Stratton office. Official nominating petitions will be issued on March 4, 2022,  
and must arrive at the Hugo office by April 3, 2022.

Circulators of the petition should attempt to verify accuracy of the name and address of each signer and must 
require that the signature take place in the presence of the circulator. The circulator must sign the affidavit at the 

bottom of the petition and have the affidavit notarized before submitting the petition to K.C. Electric. Please 
print the name as it appears on the electric bill. If you are a spouse of a member and not listed on the electric bill, 
please indicate by printing your name as well as signing the petition. If your listing is a business and the name on 

the bill is a business, please print the name of the business, then print your name and sign the petition

Candidates should turn in a short biographical sketch with the petition to  
K.C. Electric Member Services Manager George Ehlers located at the Hugo office. 

Directors are elected at the annual meeting, June 2, 2022, in Kit Carson, Colorado. 

Archie Cloud
P.O. Box 51

Kit Carson, CO 80825
719-962-3236

Troy McCue
221 Pine

Arriba, CO 80804
719-768-3493

George Ehlers
PO Box 815

Hugo, CO 80821
719-740-5002

Tim Pautler
20587 CR 33

Stratton, CO 80836
719-349-1424

Jeff Cure
PO Box 370

Burlington, CO 80807
719-346-7080
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