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A U G U S T

On June 30, the High West Energy board of directors announced they  
had selected Jared Routh to serve as the co-op’s next CEO and general manager.

High West’s previous CEO had stepped down at the end of March to accept another position.

Jared comes to High West after working as the senior vice president of finance and  
cooperative services at Shelby Electric Cooperative in Shelbyville, Kentucky. He also  
served in a variety of capacities with Jackson County REMC in Indiana. Jared’s background  
includes expertise in engineering, operations, construction, cost-of-service, billing, finance,  
information technology, demand-side management and energy efficiency.  

Jared will join High West by the end of August, and members can learn more about the new CEO in future issues of Sparks  
as well as on our website. Welcome to the High West family Jared!

High West  
Selects Next CEO
JARED ROUTH TO JOIN HWE LATER THIS MONTH 



I’m honored to continue serving on the board 
of directors,” said Kosha. “It’s a dynamic 
time for energy generation and transmission, 

and our co-op is perfectly positioned for many exciting 
opportunities. I’ve enjoyed connecting with members 
from my district in recent weeks, and I look forward to 
representing District 16 as we continue our commitment 
to providing reliable, affordable electricity.”

“

On June 17, High West Energy members showed their enthusiasm for  
getting back to normal at our 84th Annual Meeting. Due to COVID-19,  
last year’s meeting had to be an online-only event. However, this year 
hundreds of members flocked to attend the meeting in person.

In total, 114 members attended in person and more than 400—including 
members and their families, guests and vendors—came to the High West 
office in Pine Bluffs. This was High West’s first-ever hybrid meeting as the  
co-op broadcast a livestream video of the proceedings. Fifty members 
watched online using their computers, tablets and smartphones.

Those who showed up in person took miniature train rides, got to kick the 
tires on a new electric vehicle, enjoyed a delicious dinner and browsed  
the offerings of local vendors at the annual High West craft fair.

HWE Gets Back to Normal  
with Annual Meeting
MEMBERS ELECT KOSHA OL SEN TO REPRESENT DISTRICT 16

During the business portion of the meeting, the votes for the District 16 
board seat were counted and announced. Incumbent Kosha Olsen earned 
a victory over Kristie Bibbey. High West thanks both of these women for 
their commitment to the co-op and their strong campaigns.



AUG 01 
AUG 17 
AUG 27 
AUG 27 
SEP 06

COLORADO DAY  
WYOMING STATE FAIR 
COLORADO STATE FAIR 
NEBRASKA STATE FAIR  
L ABOR DAY 
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OUTAGE CALLS 
24 HOURS A DAY
(888) 834-1657

HIGH WEST ENERGY, INC. 
6270 CR 212 • PO BOX 519 
PINE BLUFFS, WY 82082-0519 
LARAMIE COUNTY (307) 245-3261 
TOLL-FREE (888) 834-1657
MONDAY–FRIDAY • 7:30 AM–5 PM

CHEYENNE SERVICE CENTER 
3302 I-80 SERVICE ROAD 
CHEYENNE, WY 82009 
MONDAY–FRIDAY • 8 AM–5 PM

HIGH WEST ENERGY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER,  EMPLOYER,  AND LENDER.



Imagine all the substations 
and power poles High West 

Energy has built in Wyoming, Nebraska 
and Colorado. Now imagine the wind, snow and 
other environmental factors that each piece of our 
infrastructure endures over years or even decades.

Part of our commitment to ensuring we deliver 
reliable service to our growing membership is 
inspecting our equipment on a regular basis. In the 
past, those inspections had to be done by at least 
two linemen in a truck looking at every pole. Today 
modern technology allows us to complete our 
inspections faster while saving money and freeing 
up our linemen to complete other valuable tasks.

You probably know this technology as drones.  
The more technical term is UAV (unmanned aerial 
vehicle). These flying marvels are equipped with 
high-definition cameras and thermal imaging so  
we can get an up close, 360-degree view of any 
part of our infrastructure.

UAVs Save Time  
and Money
NEW TECHNOLOGY QUICKLY  
IDENTIFIES POTENTIAL  
PROBLEMS

Our experts review this footage to look for  
anything beginning to show signs of wear and 
tear. Once we have that knowledge, we can take 
preemptive action to replace or upgrade aging 
equipment and enhance the reliability of our service.

WHO PILOTS THE UAV? 
We have two employees whose jobs are to  
fly the UAVs. They are licensed and have 
hundreds of hours of experience.

WHERE ARE THE PILOTS WHEN  
THE UAV IS IN THE AIR? 
Our pilot is on the ground and can see the  
UAV at all times when the device is airborne.

HOW DOES HIGH WEST MAKE 
SURE THE UAV IS SAFE TO FLY? 
We closely monitor weather conditions, and 
our pilots will not fly the UAV if the wind 
is blowing more than 20 miles per hour or 
if there are gusting winds. Our pilots also 
monitor all area air traffic and end the UAV 
flight if an aircraft is in close proximity.

SHOULD MEMBERS WITH 
LIVESTOCK BE CONCERNED? 
We’ve heard from some members who 
wanted to know how their horses might  
react to a UAV.  Our pilots are aware that 
some animals might be unsettled by the 
sounds of the propellers. If they see animals 
in the area, they do not fly over that section 
of power line until the animals are gone.  

Several members have contacted us 
with questions about our UAV program, 

and we are happy to answer any 
questions you might have.

BOARD OF D IRECTORS 
Michael Lerwick District 11 (307) 630-1277 
Gary Smith District 12 (307) 649-2375 
Ed Prosser District 13 (307) 632-6068 
Jerry Burnett District 14 (970) 895-3386 
Damon Birkhofer District 15 (308) 235-7296
Kosha Olsen District 16 (307) 214-4940
Kevin Thomas District 17 (308) 879-4396 

Meetings are typically held on the fourth Monday each month. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Dave Crouse Chief Information Officer & HWDS Manager 
Jim East Communications Manager
Lindsay Forepaugh Chief Financial Officer
David Golden Engineering Manager 
Ken Haas Operations Manager  
Konnie Keehnen Member Services Manager
Carol Macy Employee Services Manager
Marv Powell WAFB Operations & HWW Manager 

 No deposits 
 No bills in the mail 
 No monthly due dates 
 Access your account 24/7 from any phone or computer 
 Call (307) 245-3261 to sign up

Our EZ Pay program puts you in control 
of how you pay for your electricity.  
It’s free to sign up, simple to manage, 
and could save you money.  

Take control with EZ Pay
and you might never get another electric bill again!


